
The Subject of Worship: What worship is not – Idolatry. 
 
This year we are going through: The Gospel Story: Evangelical Convictions 
The Word of God, God’s character, Salvation, Living a Gospel Centered Life, Biblical theology of Christian 
Worship, Prayer, The Church, Discipleship, Outreach. 
 
Now we are into our series on Worship: The Biblical Theology of Christian Worship 
Living a Gospel Centered Life- This was a part of our worship series. When we truly treasure the worth and 
beauty of God, or lives will reflect His holiness.  This is worship.   
In worship, God just does not want another song but a reflection of His glory, love and mercy shown also in 
activity of doing what is right, and displaying the treasure of God  
among the oppressed, the poor and destitute.    
 
Why sermon first? Our worship service is founded on and shaped by truth of God’s Word. 
What we believe and how we are to behave ultimately leads us to worship God. 
Our minds will engage with truth, and our hearts will respond with worship. 
We are all about worship, not style of worship but object of worship. 
 
So to begin (continue) our series on Christian Worship, we will look at what worship is not. 
       The opposite of worship is worshiping the wrong thing –Idolatry- worshiping a false god.   
This week a Biblical look at idolatry, and then later false worship in our churches today. 
      Today we will begin to define what the opposite of Worship is then 

 look at a phrase that is in scripture that has been transforming my understanding. 
PRAY 

 
Exodus 34:5-13  begins with a familiar passage we looked at months ago. Worship is a response 
 
11-13  Here are the obligations. (And these are seen throughout the Bible)  
 
Obey me.  Why? Based upon His character and salvation.  God has preferences for how He wants them to 
show their love for Him.  This is how you maintain relationship with me.  

 
Trust me.  Why?  He is greater than anything we could trust.  More related to this passage is the idea of 
shaking hands with the devil.    Don’t rely on man’s treaties or alliances.  Trust for God’s protection.  Why 
should we not do this?   

We will get snared into their thinking and ultimately shift our focus of worship.   
 
Worship me. 

a) Alters- This is the PLACE of worship.  Notice it is not ‘your alters’, that would be without 
saying it for God’s people are to not have idols or sins in their lives.  But here it is ‘their’ alters.  
They are to go to their land and destroy their gods.  Soon this land will be the people of the 
Lord’s and the idols may (and they will) influence God’s people.  Are we to trash idols of 
today?  Yes -our own idols.   
                                                      Others, no (Acts 17) unless God calls you to.   
 

b) Sacred stones- These are the OBJECTS of worship.  Just like they did in ch. 32 where God 
was making them “a people” they were making a god.  These idols were personal agents and 
were thought to have special powers.  Paganism was full of false gods.  Calvin – “symbols in 
which men believed god appeared before their every eyes.” We do not have much of in the 
USA- many in Philippines, China 
 
 

c) Poles – These are the PASSIONS of worship.  These were wooden idols of the local female 
goddesses of the Canaanites.    Idols of the heart in where their passions were bound up in 
different deities. 



(passions- their focus and hope would be on these gods).   
 

Along with these prohibitions are others found in the Bible like:  
   Wrong PREPARATION for worship.  
 
   Wrong FORMS of worship and  
 
     They wanted:          God is: 

Tangible               No physical form 
Morally similar human characteristic             Morally dissimilar- divine characteristic  

Comprehensible    Incomprehensible 
Able to be manipulated   Not Able to be manipulated 

  Man’s preference    God’s preference 
 
What is idolatry? 
 Humanity’s way of rejecting the heavenly reality of God Himself,  

and embracing only the earthly. 
“an idol is anything that occupies the place in my life that should be occupied by God alone” 

Martin Lloyd-Jones 

We are to love God with all our heart and idolatry happens when we give our hearts to “mastering an adored 
object.”  -JI Packer  
 
Idolatry is sinful, but sin is not idolatry alone.  Sin is treason against our great God.    
We have broken God’s standards.  This is not just a priority shift but confession of our sinful ways. 
“the exchange of infinite value and beauty for some fleeting, inferior substitute, this is the great insult (of sin) 
[I would add result of sin]”    Piper 
 

Now we comes the main phrase for this sermon  
We become like that which we worship. 
   Psalm 115:1-8 they will become like them, and so will all who trust in them.  
Mark 4:12-ff   Isaiah 6  Jer 2:5b:  they followed worthless idols and became worthless themselves. 
            Worship money, become a greedy person.  

Worship work, become a restless, frantic person.  
Worship power, become a corrupt person.  
Worship people, become a selfish, dependent person.  
Worship sex, become a lustful person.  
Worship drugs, become a depressed or burned out person.  

    Worship Jesus, become a Christ-like person.   (2 Cor. 3:16,18) 
 
We become like that which we worship. But what does it mean to worship? 
Exodus 34: 14  In this passage: God is Jealous, great with a righteous possessiveness for His own.   

He is jealous for the wellbeing of the objects of His love (Is 43).   
His jealousy desires exclusive worship for He is worthy of all honor.   
God must be the center   He demands Exclusive and total devotion   

 
 

 
 
In the Hebrew language worship can mean “to surrender, to fall down in submission“ 

          
Worship God.  Why?  He is looking for an external action that reflects the internal attitude.   
Will you worship the living God instead of things? 
 

 


